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Issues	
  of	
  concern:	
  lis(ng	
  form	
  

n  	
  Dog	
  agressivity	
  
n  	
  Dog	
  attacks,	
  bites	
  (death)	
  
n  	
  Rabies	
  (endemic	
  in	
  Nunavik)	
  
n  	
  Zoonotic	
  parasitism	
  

n  	
  Free	
  roaming	
  dogs,	
  packs	
  
n  	
  Free	
  reproduction	
  
n  	
  Overpopulation	
  
n  	
  Dog	
  feeding	
  
n  	
  Dog	
  adoption	
  
n  	
  Dog	
  shooting	
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Vs.	
  	
  
n Sled	
  dogs	
  
n Ivakkak	
  race	
  
n 	
  Northern	
  Inuit	
  breed	
  

Considering	
  	
  
n  Inuit	
  culture	
  (dog	
  role	
  and	
  

value)	
  
n  	
  History:	
  dog	
  slaughters	
  in	
  

the	
  50’s	
  and	
  60’s	
  
n  No	
  vet	
  services	
  in	
  Nunavik	
  
n  Emerging	
  of	
  other	
  cultures	
  



Issues	
  of	
  concern:	
  complexity	
  !	
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Background:	
  the	
  origin	
  

�  The	
  Faculté	
  de	
  médecine	
  vétérinaire	
  (UdeM)	
  has	
  an	
  ongoing	
  
project	
  with	
  Nunavik	
  communities,	
  conducted	
  by	
  (GIV).	
  	
  

	
  
�  Initiated	
  in	
  2008	
  to	
  address	
  Nunavik	
  needs	
  and	
  preferences	
  	
  in	
  
animal	
  health	
  and	
  public	
  health,	
  following	
  a	
  demand	
  from	
  
several	
  local	
  and	
  provincial	
  organizations.	
  

�  2009:	
  A	
  Collaborative	
  consultation	
  to	
  define	
  needs	
  in	
  Nunavik	
  
related	
  to	
  dog	
  health,	
  rabies	
  and	
  other	
  zoonoses	
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“Supporting Veterinary Public Health and Animal Health 
in Nunavik” 

www.vetnunavik.ca 
  



Background:	
  first	
  ac(on	
  

Since	
  2008	
  
Remote	
  veterinary	
  service	
  

	
  	
  
	
  

November 19, 2015 6 



Background:	
  Dog	
  Care	
  Guide	
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Dog
First AiD 
guide

Faculty of Veterinary Medicine

Downloadable at http://vetnunavik.ca/ 



Background:	
  Dog	
  Health	
  Workshops	
  

2011-­‐2014:	
  	
  
�  Kuujjuaq,	
  
�  Quaqtaq,	
  
�  Kangiqsujuaq,	
  
�  Kangiqsualuujjuaq,	
  
�  Kangirsuk,	
  
�  Kuujjuaraapik	
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Background:	
  veterinary	
  public	
  health	
  side	
  

Study	
  on	
  rabies	
  risks	
  in	
  Nunavik:	
  
	
  
n Agressivity	
  &	
  bites	
  

n  1996-­‐2009:	
  76	
  dog	
  bites	
  recorded	
  
n  Undereporting	
  !	
  

n Bites	
  and	
  rabies	
  
n  1999-­‐2012:	
  10	
  rabies	
  positive	
  dogs	
  (23%	
  

of	
  all	
  positive	
  animals	
  tested)	
  
n  1996-­‐2009:	
  

n  6	
  rabies	
  positive	
  /	
  76	
  dog	
  bites	
  (1/13)	
  
n  Children	
  (0-­‐9	
  yrs):	
  

n  37%	
  of	
  potential	
  rabies	
  exposure	
  
n  46%	
  of	
  confirmed	
  exposure	
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http://www.nr.gov.nl.ca/nr/agrifoods/animal/
animal_health/confirmed.html 

Confirmed Cases of Rabies 2011-2012 



To	
  contribute	
  to	
  reduce	
  the	
  dog-­‐related	
  health	
  issues	
  while	
  
sustaining	
  values	
  and	
  benefits	
  related	
  to	
  dogs	
  in	
  Nunavik	
  	
  
	
  
To	
  assist	
  each	
  interested	
  Nunavik	
  communities	
  to	
  :	
  	
  
n Identify	
  and	
  prioritize	
  the	
  dog-­‐related	
  health	
  issues	
  and	
  
benefits	
  according	
  to	
  their	
  experience	
  and	
  perception.	
  

n Analyze	
  the	
  issues	
  (importance,	
  impacts...)	
  of	
  high	
  priority	
  
by	
  combining	
  communities’	
  knowledge	
  and	
  scientific	
  
knowledge.	
  

n Determine	
  the	
  optimal	
  actions	
  to	
  reduce	
  the	
  impacts	
  and	
  
foster	
  the	
  benefits.	
  

n Facilitate	
  the	
  actions	
  and	
  verify	
  their	
  efficiency.	
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Project	
  goal	
  and	
  objec(ves	
  



Project	
  Steps	
  &	
  Approach	
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What	
  are	
  
the	
  issues	
  
and	
  the	
  
benefits	
  ?	
  

What	
  are	
  
the	
  

possible	
  
solutions	
  

?	
  

What	
  is	
  the	
  
optimal	
  
solution	
  ?	
  
feasible,	
  
efficient,	
  

sustainable	
  

Solution	
  
imple-­‐

mentatio
n	
  

Is	
  the	
  
situation	
  
better	
  ?	
  
What	
  

worked	
  ?	
  
What	
  did	
  
not	
  ?	
  

Following the 
Ecohealth approach 

Communities	
  

	
  
Academic	
  Organizations	
  

Participation 
Empowerment  



Project	
  research	
  team:	
  mul(disciplinary	
  

n Medicine/public	
  health:	
  Dr	
  Proulx	
  (Direction	
  régionale	
  de	
  
la	
  santé	
  publique	
  du	
  Nunavik)	
  

n Veterinary	
  science	
  &	
  public	
  health:	
  Aenishaenslin,	
  
Bélanger,	
  Ravel,	
  Simon	
  (FMV,	
  U.	
  Montreal),	
  Bastian	
  
(Oniris,	
  France)	
  

n Biology	
  &	
  environment:	
  Leighton	
  (FMV,	
  UdeM),	
  Simard	
  
(previsously	
  with	
  Makivik),	
  Avard	
  (Nunavik	
  Research	
  
Center)	
  	
  

n Anthropology:	
  Lévesque	
  (UQAT)	
  
n Communication	
  &	
  ecohealth:	
  Saint-­‐Charles	
  (UQAM)	
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Dog-­‐related	
  
health	
  issues	
  
Dog	
  benefits	
  
(mushing)	
  	
  
Rabies	
  

management	
  

FMV	
  –	
  U	
  
Montreal	
  
UQAM	
  
UQAT	
  

MAPAQ	
  

Kativik	
  
Regional	
  

Government	
  

Nunavik	
  
Research	
  
Center	
  	
  

(Makivik	
  
Corporation)	
  

Nunavik	
  
regional	
  
Public	
  

Health	
  and	
  
Social	
  

Services	
   Canadian	
  
Food	
  

Inspection	
  
Agency	
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Manon Simard 
Dr Jean-François Proulx 

Dr Serge Déry 
Julie Picard 

Cécile Aenishaenslin 
Suzanne Bastian 
Denise Bélanger 
Patrick Leighton 
Francis Lévesque 
André Ravel 
Johanne Saint Charles 
Audrey Simon 

Project	
  partners	
  and	
  supporters	
  

Isabelle Picard 

Michael Barrett 
(Catherine Pinard) 
Élise Rioux-Paquette  

Ellen Avard 
Barrie Ford 
Sandy Suppa 

Municipality	
  
of	
  Kuujjuaq	
  

Nunavik	
  
Tourism	
  

Association	
  Nunavik	
  
Landholding	
  
Corporations
Association	
   Allen Gordon Tunu Napartuk 

George Kauki 
Liam Callaghan 

MFFP	
  



Achievements:	
  in	
  2015	
  to	
  date	
  
�  Limited	
  funding	
  obtained:	
  CIHR	
  Planning,	
  OHMI-­‐
Nunavik,	
  Nasivvik	
  

�  3	
  visits	
  in	
  Kuujjuaq	
  (March,	
  May,	
  October)	
  
�  Project	
  promotion:	
  

�  interest	
  from	
  Kuujjuaq	
  Mayor	
  
�  support	
  confirmed	
  from	
  KRG,	
  Nunavik	
  Research	
  Center/
Makivik	
  Corporation,	
  Nunavik	
  Public	
  Health	
  Board	
  

�  Building	
  common	
  understanding,	
  trust,	
  credibility	
  
�  Better	
  knowledge	
  of	
  the	
  village:	
  	
  

�  set-­‐up	
  
�  residents’	
  concerns:	
  distemper	
  outbreak,	
  ravens,	
  wildlife	
  

�  Funding	
  for	
  anthropology	
  study	
  granted	
  to	
  Francis	
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Achievements:	
  planned	
  for	
  end	
  of	
  2015	
  

� Dog	
  census	
  planned	
  (partially	
  funded	
  by	
  OHMI-­‐Nunavik):	
  
�  all	
  households	
  /	
  dogs	
  in	
  Kuujjuaq	
  –	
  Dec	
  2015	
  

� Dog	
  survey	
  planned	
  (partially	
  funded	
  by	
  OHMI-­‐Nunavik)	
  
� Nov	
  25-­‐	
  Dec	
  2,	
  2015	
  
� Questionnaire	
  to	
  50	
  dog	
  owners	
  +	
  10	
  mushers	
  
�  Along	
  with	
  free	
  dog	
  clinics	
  and	
  health	
  dog	
  workshop	
  

�  Looking	
  for	
  new	
  funding	
  
�  Lévesque’s	
  proposal	
  :	
  	
  ‘Qimuksiq	
  Network’	
  for	
  Nunavut	
  
and	
  Nunavik	
  stakeholders	
  and	
  researchers	
  to	
  discuss	
  
dog	
  related	
  issues	
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Upcoming	
  achievement:	
  dog	
  survey	
  

�  Questions:	
  dog	
  demographics,	
  
health,	
  husbandry/	
  housing,	
  
reproduction,	
  feeding,	
  contact	
  with	
  
wildlife,	
  perception	
  

�  Longer	
  questionnaire	
  for	
  mushers	
  
�  Tangible	
  outputs:	
  

�  Data	
  to	
  inform	
  decision	
  
�  Baseline	
  data	
  (prior	
  to	
  intervention)	
  

�  Intangible	
  outputs:	
  
�  Real-­‐life	
  collaborative	
  work	
  experience	
  
�  Increasing	
  understanding	
  of	
  each	
  other	
  
�  Building	
  trust	
  

�  Expanding	
  the	
  collaboration	
  &	
  
Engagement	
  into	
  the	
  full	
  project	
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Success	
  measurement:	
  in	
  progress	
  

�  Bourse	
  Ekosanté	
  de	
  Copeh-­‐Can	
  
&	
  Copeh-­‐LAC	
  

�  Audrey	
  Simon	
  
�  Goals:	
  	
  

�  	
  to	
  document	
  a	
  posteriori	
  any	
  
changes	
  in	
  the	
  community	
  due	
  
to	
  the	
  project	
  

�  to	
  assess	
  the	
  impacts	
  of	
  any	
  
interventions	
  

�  to	
  identify	
  obstacles,	
  challenges,	
  
opportunities,	
  and	
  advantages	
  
according	
  to	
  each	
  stakeholder	
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Communities	
  

	
  
Academic	
  Organizations	
  

Participation 
Empowerment 

and actual changes  



Future:	
  2016	
  and	
  beyond	
  (1)	
  
� Dog	
  survey	
  finding	
  dissemination	
  –	
  winter	
  2016	
  

(Nasivvik	
  funded)	
  

�  Study	
  on	
  wildlife-­‐dog-­‐human	
  interaction	
  (in	
  synergy	
  with	
  
an	
  ArticNet-­‐funded	
  project	
  and	
  in	
  collaboration	
  with	
  MFFP)	
  

�  Study	
  of	
  roaming	
  dogs	
  &	
  dogs	
  without	
  owners	
  (in	
  
synergy	
  with	
  the	
  wildlife-­‐dog-­‐human	
  interaction	
  study)	
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Future:	
  2016	
  and	
  beyond	
  (2)	
  
� Publication/presentation:	
  

� Dog	
  survey	
  +	
  ?	
  
� One	
  Health	
  &	
  EcoHealth	
  Congress	
  (<May	
  17,	
  2016)	
  	
  

�  Looking	
  for	
  funding	
  to	
  move	
  the	
  project	
  forward	
  
� OHMI-­‐Nunavik:	
  issues/benefits	
  mapping	
  
�  CIHR	
  Project	
  program	
  (<	
  March	
  1st	
  2016)	
  
� Other	
  ?	
  	
  

� Questions:	
  
� Other	
  Northern	
  villages	
  in	
  Nunavik	
  ?	
  
� Other	
  villages	
  beyond	
  Nunavik	
  ?	
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Ques(ons	
  ?	
  

November 19, 2015 20 andre.ravel@umontreal.ca  


